
 

December 2, 2020 

Greetings Cougar Families, 

It is with a sad heart today that we said goodbye (for now) to our in-person students 

today.  It has been such an amazing pleasure to have them in the building again for the last 

month.  They have all been so conscientious about following the health and safety 

guidelines, as well as showing great appreciation for school and their classmates.  As a 

principal, I could not be prouder of them.  Our online learners have also been 

amazing.  Stepping up to the challenges of online learning and a longer schedule than in 

the fall.  The whole CES staff has been impressed by all of our students- what they are 

accomplishing and  their strong desire to learn and grow. 

We know this transition is not what we had hoped for, but as we learn of the virus' spread in 

our community, and more people testing positive, it is the right decision to keep everyone 

safe and healthy.  Hopefully this will allow our health care workers and community the time 

and social distancing needed to get this back under control.  If we all do our part by 

keeping our social circles small and mostly family oriented, avoid going out unless 

necessary, and making sure we are masking up to protect our self and others we can make a 

difference. 

Tomorrow and Friday, your student will have some asynchronous learning activities to 

do.  Their teacher discussed this with them today so they should know how to accomplish 

these tasks.  They can do this work at a time that is convenient for your family, or even over 

the weekend.  If you have questions, please reach out to the classroom teacher.  Beginning 

Monday, students will be expected to join their class for Live Online instruction through 

their Google Classroom.  Attached you will find a sample schedule for our 

winter remote learning phase.  Teachers will send more detailed schedules, with possible 

slight time adjustments, and include information about daily specialist activities and when 

each subject area will happen. 

It is important to know that attendance will be taken first thing in the morning- during the 

first live session, during the daily specialist activity, and the second live session with the 

teacher.  Excellent attendance is crucial in order for each of our Cougars to learn and 



grow.  All students are expected to attend all live sessions.  If there is some reason that your 

child is unable to attend a live session it is important that you notify the office at (509) 427-

5939.  The State requires students to be in attendance, even during remote instruction. 

In the afternoons, your student will have asynchronous activities.  These will help strengthen 

and build their skills and relate to, or extend, the live instruction they will be participating 

in.  The sample schedule has suggest times for your student to work on these tasks.  If those 

times are not ideal for your family, please adjust them as needed.  Some families prefer to 

take a longer lunch break and go play some games in the backyard while there is daylight 

and then work on these tasks in the evening. This is perfectly fine!  You can even work on 

them during the weekend.  Your student's teacher will let you know when the tasks need to 

be completed for grading. 

Remember, if your child is struggling and needs extra support, reach out to their 

teacher.  We want our students to be successful.  Teachers have some time in the afternoon 

most days to meet with students who need some extra support. 

Our time that we spent in-person together over the last month has been precious.  We have 

all come to recognize and value even more the relationships that we have with each 

other.  We will continue to learn and grow and build on the successes we had during the 

fall remote learning phase.  We can grow even stronger through the in-person foundation 

we have experienced over the last month.  Things will improve, for now we will see each 

other online and have some wonderful experiences over the next few weeks. 

Stay healthy, stay strong and carry on! 

Sarah Dodson, principal 

 


